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Canadian Parents for French-BC & Yukon Branch is a parent-led, non-profit organization that has worked for more than 30 years to promote, support, and advocate for accessible and quality FSL programming.
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Fundraising Ideas 

This document is an accessory to the Fundraising Guide. Following are some fundraising ideas, but there are many websites dedicated to ideas for fundraising. Try www.fundraising-ideas.org/DIY/index.html for some great ideas. When planning a fundraiser, don’t forget to use every single opportunity to promote your chapter and always have membership forms on hand. 
1. Find more members! During a membership drive, 90% of a CPF membership comes back to your chapter. Any other time during the year, your chapter receives 80%. 
· If you have 300 Immersion students in your district, it would represent about 200 families. If each family took out a membership that would be:  200 x $22.50 = $4500. 
2. Car wash – about a 95% return with minimal advance prep or costs. 

3. Magazine Drive – fairly labour intensive for a week but returns can be great.  30% of gross sales come back to chapter. 
4. Silent/Live auction – very labour intensive but if all items are donated, 100% profit.  Best when offered in conjunction with another event like a French Family bowling evening/pot luck dinner.  Must have lots of attendees, meaning a high degree of organization and external advertising is required. 
5. Christmas tree/wreath/poinsettia sales – Good profit, and since it’s seasonal, the more you do it, the more regular donors you receive. 
6. Summer bedding plant sales – sell geraniums, impatiens, begonias.  You need to have kids take around order forms and get plants prepaid, then have deliveries picked up at a school.  Arrange through fundraiser organization or through your local nursery. 
  

7. Bottle drive – large amount of work for one day, but return can be worthwhile.  You can also arrange with your local bottle depot to have an account set up in your chapter’s name and have parents donate their return money to your fund.  Some people take their bottles back to the depot and don’t care if they get the change or not so having an account is an easy way to get random donations. 

8. Family dance – arrange a fun French troupe to perform and sell tickets to anyone interested in coming but give CPF members a discount.  You can also have a French café set up to sell French pastries (donated), and coffee/drinks.  
9. Set up a volunteer-run concession booth. These can be set up during sports games, school fairs or events. A large purchase of inventory or prep work isn’t necessary - a pizza/cold drinks booth is fairly simple to arrange. If the local purveyor of pizzas sells a large for $8, you can sell each slice for $2 and make 100% profit.  Drinks at $1 a can may be purchased for about .35/can so profits are great. 
10. French Book Fair/resources sale – have French resources such as “Keys to French”*, “Yes, You Can Help”, dictionaries, picture encyclopedias, etc. for sale at a small mark-up and use the opportunity to promote your activities at the same time. 
  

11. French Film Festival – host a French Film Festival for adults on an evening when you have brought in films for your students.  You could bring in a film such as “Chocolat” and arrange with the theatre to sell chocolates goodies.  This works well in small, independent theatres.  Charge accordingly to cover the cost of the film and your food expenses plus a small mark-up. These events require a lot of volunteer prep time and external advertising. 
  

12. Fundraising Breakfast – instead of a Dinner Event: Booking a venue in the morning is less expensive than book one in the evening or on a weekend. Breakfast style meals also tend to cost less when catered, and not too many people can use the “I’m busy” excuse. 
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Promoting opportunities for young Canadians to learn and use French
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