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<Your Address>

<Your Town, BC>

<Your Postal Code>

<Your Email Address>

<Date>

Dear School Board Trustee:

Canadian Parents for French – BC & Yukon Branch wishes to congratulate you on your initiation as a school trustee. 

As you may be aware, this year marks French immersion’s 40th anniversary in this province and CPF-BC & Yukon branch’s 30th anniversary.  Much has been achieved over the decades in informing parents of the importance of knowing both of Canada’s official languages.  In fact, the desire for BC and the Yukon’s French immersion programs has outgrown classroom space and teacher availability. We estimate that in this school year alone, there will be several hundred children in this province who will be unable to pursue their bilingual dreams starting in Kindergarten due to the critical teacher shortage. We have over 41,000 students in French immersion; 245,000 learning French as a subject; and almost 300 in Intensive French programs in Surrey, Vancouver and Invermere School Districts.  

Our BC & Yukon Branch is by far the largest in Canada with 44 chapters and 9,000 members, almost double the number than any other province. As the demand for French Second Language programs continues to grow, so does our parents’ involvement in their local schools and communities, with over 40,000 volunteer hours being donated yearly. We sincerely hope that this level of engagement will be seen by you as a precious community-based resource to your work as a school trustee. There are many areas where local CPF chapters can work productively with trustees: The maintenance and improvement of existing French Second Language programs (FSL); the introduction of new FSL programs; or the setting up of a district French Advisory Committee, to name three. 

Please feel free to contact me if you whenever you have any questions concerning FSL. I look forward to meeting with you at your earliest convenience.

Sincerely,

<Your Name>
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Promoting opportunities for young Canadians to learn and use French
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