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Canadian Parents for French-BC & Yukon Branch is a parent-led, non-profit organization that has worked for more than 30 years to promote, support, and advocate for accessible and quality FSL programming.
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French Advisory Committees

The role of the French Advisory Committee (FAC) is to advocate for excellence in district French programs. The committee should work together to ensure that schools have equitable access to the Federal French funding and use it in a fiscally prudent manner. As well, the committee should monitor enrolment numbers and analyze trends, and participate in forming policy and guidelines on French programs.

The committee should have representation from all partners. Meetings should provide teachers, administrators, parents, trustees, CPF, and where possible students an avenue to work closely together and be involved in district-wide decision-making impacting French programs. The FAC should extend an invitation to all interested parties to meet, including the following (* means ideal):
· *Senior School Board staff member (such as the Superintendent, Assistant Superintendent, or Director of Instruction responsible for FSL)
· Principal or Vice-Principal from each FI school in the district

· *Teacher from each FI school in the district (possibly resource coordinator and/or librarian)
· 1 or 2 parent representatives from each FI school in the district (possibly CPF members)
· *President of local CPF chapter

· A School Board Trustee

· *District Language Coordinator/ French Facilitator (if possible)
· DPAC representative

The FAC should meet as often as necessary to address issues and report to the Board once a year in time for budget decisions for the upcoming year. Meeting more often for special committees is suggested. Agenda items should be requested in advance and added to at the meeting if required. Each group should give a report on news items, funding, school activities and events, etc. There should be one person chairing meetings, ideally the District Language Coordinator or an administrator, preferably a Senior district staff member. Minutes along with actions items should be taken and sent out to all parties. The FAC should form working groups to address short term or implementation needs. 

How's Your French Advisory Commitee Doing?
Already have an FAC? Excellent!! Try this checklist to see if yours makes the grade:

· Our FAC has representation from parents, teachers, administrators and trustees.

· Our school district website has all French Immersion schools listed in a special category and all schools are listed as "École _____ School.

· Our school district website has a description of how French Immersion works and what outcomes can be expected.

· We have no trouble recruiting new teachers to our district.

· Our school district can easily provide anyone who asks with their federal French funding allocations for last year.

· All French text books in our district are current and relevant.

· In our district, all French Immersion students who choose to leave the program are required to complete an exit survey.

· Our district hosts an information evening for parents of prospective new French Immersion students.

· Our schools offer struggling French Immersion students learning assistance in French.

· Our dual track schools hold assemblies in English and French.

· Our district has a French Immersion policy that states what to do if a child in Grade 2 or higher wants to enter French Immersion.

· Our French Immersion schools have interior and exterior French signage. 
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Promoting opportunities for young Canadians to learn and use French
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