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MEDIA RELEASE
June 9, 2011                                                                                                For immediate release 
Lucky 13 for French Immersion in BC

Vancouver – As the current school year draws to a close, Canadian Parents for French - BC & Yukon Branch is celebrating a record thirteenth year of growth for French Immersion in British Columbia. 
According to data for 2010/2011 provided by the BC Ministry of Education, 44, 848 students in public schools were enrolled in French Immersion programs, an increase of 884 students over the previous year. This 2.01 % increase is similar to growth rates for 2001/02 and 2002/03. French Immersion students now account for 7.7% of the total public school enrolment, a .1% increase over last year.
Table 1 - French Immersion- Enrolment Statistics 2010/2011 -BC Public Schools only
	Year
	Public School French
Immersion
Enrolment
	% Change in FI enrolment from previous year
	Total
Public School
Enrolment
	% Change in total enrolment from previous year
	FI as % of Total Public School Enrolment

	2010-11
	44,848
	2.01
	579,094
	-0.24
	7.7%

	2009-10
	43,964
	3.51
	580,486
	

+0.17
	7.6%

	2008-09
	42,474
	3.59
	579,492
	-0.71
	7.3%

	2007-08
	41,002
	3.80
	583,627
	-0.71
	7.0%

	2006-07
	39,500
	3.95
	587,820
	-1.95
	6.7%

	2005-06
	37,998
	6.99
	599,492
	-1.14
	6.3%

	2004-05
	35,515
	6.32
	606,383
	-1.43
	5.9%

	2003-04
	33,403
	4.43
	615,185
	-0.97
	5.4%

	2002-03
	31,987
	2.74
	621,202
	-1.40
	5.1%

	2001-02
	31,133
	2.36
	630,049
	-0.39
	4.9%

	2000-01
	30,414
	
	632,503
	
	4.8%


-more- 

"Although posting a slight decrease in growth compared to previous years, French immersion remains a strong incentive for parents to keep their children in public schools in British Columbia,” declares CPF - BC & Yukon President Debra Pool of Vernon. “CPF members will continue to work with their local school district to keep this program, and other French Second Language programs like Core French and Intensive French, healthy. Demand still outstrips capacity in many school districts, so the need to plan for sustained growth is still present.” she concludes. School districts with a strong demand for additional French immersion classes include Vancouver, Kootenay Lake and New Westminster, to name three. 
Numbers Hold in Yukon

Yukon posted a statistically negligible increase in the 2010-2011 school year, with enrolment increasing by three, from 602 to 605 students at Whitehorse Elementary and F.H. Collins Secondary. Numbers at Whitehorse Elementary, however, promise future program growth, and CPF-BC & Yukon is optimistic that French immersion will resume a pattern of expansion noticeable since 2008.  
Canadian Parents for French-BC & Yukon is a non-governmental, parent-led organization promoting French-second-language educational and cultural learning opportunities for youth.  With over 8,000 members, the BC & Yukon branch is by far the largest in Canada.  
Student statistics for 2010/2011 are available from the British Columbia Ministry of Education website at http://www.bced.gov.bc.ca/reports/pdfs/student_stats/prov.pdf and from Yukon Education at http://www.education.gov.yk.ca/psb/enrolmentrept.html
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For more information, please contact:
Robert Rothon

Executive Director
rothon@cpf.bc.ca 

O: 778 329 9115 ext. 316 
C: 604 209 8185 
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