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Minutes
Canadian Parents for French Maple Ridge & Pitt Meadows Chapter

Meeting Thursday June 9th @ 7pm, 2011

Pitt Meadows Elementary, Pitt Meadows, BC
1. Call to order:  Christine Cavalaris at 7:05.  Present:  Joy Mooney, Lianna Henderson, Monique Salchenberger, Natasha Etherington, Holly Trathen, Greg Buckham, Pam Piddocke, Linda Maroney, Jerome Nirsimloo, Vera Karila, Christine Cavalaris, John Thomson, Katherine Albrechtsen, Samantha Stewart. 


2. Approval of Minutes from AGM - May 17, 2011: Natasha & Monique 

3. Kindergarten Welcome Event:  Natasha notes that School District staff believed that a combined school event at the ACT Theatre was not feasible. Natasha has been working with Catherine Hamel at SD42 to bring performer “Will Street” and his band to each of the Kindergarten schools (Laityview, PME, Eric Langton) in October.  The students will receive a welcome kit & balloon each. Other grades in each school could also be invited.  Motion: To approve $1950 plus tax for Kindergarten Welcome event. Moved by Natasha & Katherine. Carried.
4. Presidents report

a) Verbathon – Christine reports that Verbathon was successful but less well attended than in 2009.  CPF decided to run Verbathon every 2nd year to coincide with National Verbathon competition.  Discussion regarding barriers to increasing participation: suggestion to have Verbathon “club” rather than classroom based teams; survey French Immersion Teachers to determine their concerns regarding Verbathon.  Christine will link Newspaper photos of Verbathon to CPF website. Katherine noted that cost of Verbathon was minimal and Christine commented that CPF receives Social Cultural grant of 50% to offset costs. Add discussion re: Verbathon to September meeting agenda
5. New Business:
- 
Chapter reporting due – Natasha & Christine to complete
- 
New Executive list to CPF – Samantha to complete  Christine noted that all CPF Executive should be CPF members.  Discussion regarding management of membership lists & new applications.  Agreed that co-Secretary’s (Joy & Lianna) would assume this task.  
·  
File / Supply Storage – Joy has agreed to store CPF boxes at her home.  She has taken 3 Verbathon boxes and 2 signs.  Samantha to pass Miscellaneous CPF box to Joy at next meeting.  Bookfair box to be given to next Bookfair coordinator. 
· Home Work Club at MR Library:  Jerome reports that tentative start date is Nov 1.  Library will be managing registration, coordinating tutors through MRSS, promoting club and providing space.  MRSS (Grade 11 & 12) may be given school credits for tutoring. Suggestion to provide CPF package to participants.  

·       Changing Signing Authority @ Van city – Motion to change signing authority at VanCity CPF accounts, removing Natasha Etherington, Katherine Albrechtsen and Patricia and adding Christine Cavalaris, Vera Karila and John Thomson.  Moved by Katherine & Samantha.  Carried.  
·       2011/2012 calendar of events – Christine reviewed typical CPF calendar:  Sept - Membership drive & promo ($5), Book Sale, Kindergarten welcome event;  Fall - Discussion of Quebec Trip grant; Spring - Film Festival at ACT, Grade 7 & 12 Awards, Verbathon. Discussion re: participation in community events (e.g. parades, home show) to promote CPF.  
·       50th Anniversary of PMSS - Lani Vetter from PMSS is requesting write up of CPF history at PMSS.  Linda noted that CPF member Laura Floyd has been involved at PMSS for many years. 
·       MR/PM Art Council membership due in June - Katherine to renew
6. Treasurer’s report: (5 minutes)
-    Verbathon cost summary:  not totalled as yet but Katherine reports      minimal costs and half will be reimbursed through Social Cultural Grant.  
·       Vera asked about possible application for Gaming Grants.  Katherine indicated that society does have Gaming Account but largely inactive.  Vera to follow up with CPF National to determine if conflict exists between receiving funds through Heritage Grants & Gaming Grants.  


7. School liaison reports: 
- Golden Ears:  Vanessa wrote that 40 students registered for late immersion but the school has only space for 27.  GE will have extra class in 2012/2013 based on this demand.  20 Grade 7 students are moving to MRSS French Immersion in Sept.  
- Laity View: Katherine provided flyer from local company immersionhelp.ca which provides online French assistance for early immersion (K & Grade 1).  CPF to provide information in next newsletter about this service but not promote or endorse the company.
- Eric Langton: no report
- MRSS: Linda notes that MRSS hosted Verbathon - found process labour intensive.
- PME: no report 
- PMSS:  no Rep. Discussed need to have Rep to increase CPF awareness.
Christine asks all School Reps to provide names of school French immersion teachers, SEAs and school administration so that each can be recognized and receive a CPF chocolate.  Katherine will print off chocolate labels.  Christine & Katherine to drop off Grade 7 awards, plates for Verbathon trophies and chocolates for teachers to each school.  
8. Other Business: 

a. Bookfair Coordinator:  John has agreed to coordinate Bookfair for Sept and order books.  School Reps to provide date of school open house.  
9.  Adjourned at 8:20


Next meeting September 15 September 2011 at Laity View Elementary @ 7pm
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