
[image: image1.png]CPF Canadian Parents for French

British Columbia & Yukon Branch 1978 — 2008

2%

% "Q'of o ‘.&Jg
% Two L2
Sy Wo " K%

angues, ™





Great Resources You and Your Child Shouldn’t Be Without!

Now that your child is in French Immersion you may wish to find products and services that will support and enrich your child’s education as well as your own knowledge of French. Below are just some of the resources available to you.  Start with our Top Six Resources list and keep on reading!  If you find a resource you’d like to share, please email CPF-BC & Yukon and let us know! 

Top Seven Resources to Help Your Child Succeed in French

1. A CPF Membership!

Do it because you care about your children’s education.  Help us continue to create and sustain strong French educational and cultural programming in your community.  Fill in your membership form today!
2. The Canadian Parents for French – BC & Yukon Website!

Filled with research and information on everything from French family camps to how to help your children with their homework, the CPF website is a treasure trove!  Visit us at www.cpf.bc.ca.  
3. The Canadian Parents for French National Website!

State of French Second Language Education in Canada reports, our national database of research and more are available at www.cpf.ca.
4. Bookmark these great Online Resources! 

· Dictionaries can be found at:
www.wordreference.com/fr/index.htmwww.french-linguistics.cm.uk/dictionary 

· An easy to use translation tool is Babel Fish Translation: http://world.altavista.com
· Atlas: good information in easy to read charts and maps is available at: 

www.atlas-francophone.refer.org.  Also see the Atlas of Canada – French version: http://atlas.nrcan.gc.ca/site/francais/index.html
· French grammar, verb conjugation:

www.languageguide.org/francais/grammar or try this one maintained by the University of Chicago:  http://humanities.uchicago.edu/orgs/ARTEL/forms_un-rest/inflect.query.html
· French accents on the keyboard: www.afgs.org/faccents.html or call us - we have templates you can place by your keyboard for instant access to codes!












 

5. A Verb Book! 
Knowing how to conjugate all verbs in all tenses can be tough!  Le Bescherelle is excellent - buy it!  It is available at most book stores and is a tool your child will use throughout his or her educational experience. A verb wheel is also a great tool. 

6. A French Atlas!  
Invest in an ATLAS IN FRENCH. Some countries’ names are not the same in English and French!

7. A Dictionary! 
The most important reference book you can have at home is a DICTIONARY — right from kindergarten. Get one with pictures to start — they are fun to read and a good French-only visual dictionary is useful from kindergarten to university. Make sure you choose one that uses the article (la/le). A good choice is Cartwright’s First 1,000 words in French. You will also need a French/English, English/French dictionary (Larousse, Robert Collins or Harrap’s are excellent choices.) A good French-only dictionary is the Micro-Robert Dictionnaire.

Parents:  How’s Your French?

If you wish to learn French, upgrade your French language skills or find out more about French education, there are lots of places to find information. Here are just a few!

1. Your public library is a great place to start.  

It will often have CD sets and work books designed for beginner to intermediate French learners.

2. Alliance Française 
French Language School and Cultural Centre.  Contact:  info@alliancefrancaise.ca or visit their website at www.alliancefrancaise.ca

3. Your local school district 
You may find some materials in their resource department that they would be willing to loan out. 








4. Continuing Education Centres: 
SFU, UBC and UVIC offer excellent language programs designed for all levels of French learners through their continuing studies departments.  Many colleges across BC offer them as well.  

5. Maison de la Francophonie 

It is BC’s largest Francophone and Francophile community centre and houses a range of Francophone organizations and services including a library, theatre and one of the best French restaurants in the city.  Why not drop in? 1551 West 7th Avenue, Vancouver  604-736-2616 www.lamaison.bc.ca/

6. Collège Éducacentre 
With four campuses across the province (Vancouver, Victoria, Namaimo and Prince George), Educacentre is well positioned to help improve the language skills of parents of immersion students through its “French for Parents” workshops.  Their instructors usually set up classes right in your community.  www.educacentre.com 

7. Television and Radio
CBC Radio-Canada broadcasts in French – on both television and radio. Check out www.cbc.ca 

8. French newspapers
L’Express du Pacific www.lexpress.org   CPF members are entitled to a 15 per cent discount on subscriptions! 

Yukon’s very own French-language publication http://apf.ca/auroreboreale
French Books, Videos and Music 

Chapitre.com
LOTS of books in French & English www.chapitre.com (or) www.chapters.indigo.com  

Envolee
Educational Materials for Teachers  www.envolee.com
Les Éditions La Pensée
www.editions-lapensee.qc.ca;  On-line store in French only

Éditions Marie France
Educational Materials for Teachers www.marie-france.qc.ca/
Firefly Books Ltd.
www.fireflybooks.com/   French children's books and calendars. Toll free 800-387-6192

Cheneliere
largest publisher of French education books  www.cheneliere.ca/ 

Guerin Limited 
On-line store.  www.guerin-editeur.qc.ca/
In French 
www.infrench.com This website carries book, videos, DVDs, music and software CDs for kids, adults and teachers.
LIDEC 
www.lidec.qc.ca/    On-line store in French only.

Livres - Disques
This is a non-profit association representing publishers and suppliers of Franco-Canadian cultural materials. They have a wide selection of Francophone novels, poetry, non-fiction, other books and CD-ROMs. www.livres-disques.ca/livresdisques/home/index.cfm
National Book Service
www.nbs.com/nbshome.htm
Oui for Kids
On-line bookstore selling French children's books, CD-ROMs, music CD and tapes and teacher resources.  www.ouiforkids.com/   

Poster Pals
French and Spanish language posters, incentives, games, flashcards, and music for teachers, parents and students. Call 1-800-265-7754 for a free catalogue. www.posterpals.ca/  

Prolabec
Scientific posters, globes, maps and laboratory supplies in English and French. info@prolabec.com . www.prolabec.com
Savoir Books
French Language Books - Savoir Books will bring a selection of books to events and put on a book fair; call 604-556-7621 Fax 604-556-7628 Email: savoirbooks@telus.net
School House Teaching Supplies
Educational books, materials and games for teachers, parents and students.  info@schoolhouseteaching.com . www.schoolhouseteaching.com/
Sophia Books
This store offers a range of educational books, novels, magazines, audio books, games, DVDs, CDs, stationary and more, all in French! It boasts the biggest selection of French resources in the province. CPF members get a 10% discount on all purchases (except magazines). Simply include your current CPF membership number when ordering.  For more info: info@sophiabooks.com . www.sophiabooks.com 

Tire Lire
This is a great resource centre for young children and is open Thursdays from 9:00-12:30.  It is located in the office of the Conseil scolaire francophone de Colombie-Britannique, 280-1099 Shellbridge Way, Richmond. Call 604-736-5056 or 1-800-906-5056.

French Films
Audio Ciné Films Inc. (ACF)

ACF is an exclusive, Canadian, non-theatrical, public performance rights representative for some of the world's most prestigious movie studios and films.
For more information, call 1-800-289-8887. www.acf-film.com
National Film Board of Canada
The NFB maintains an incredible collection which includes documentaries, animated films and videos. A free catalogue of new releases of French productions is now available. NFB films and videos can be borrowed from the following libraries: Vancouver Public Library, Centre Culturel Francophone de Vancouver, Greater Victoria Public Library, Prince George Public Library and Langara College. For information, call 1-800-267-1170. www.nfb.ca
French Bestsellers Distribution Company 
 The FBDC is a French film distribution company on DVD or Video-Cassette format, featuring                the most recent feature films from France, Quebec and other French speaking countries, hard to find old classics, children and family-oriented films and educational product for all ages. The company has now added French books, music and multi-media (CD ROMs) to their list of products.  CPF members receive a 10% discount on all orders. Simply include your current CPF membership number when ordering.  For information or to receive their free newsletter contact frenchbestsellers@telus.net at (604) 244-0110 or Fax: (604) 244-7717
Les Films Criterion
Criterion rents feature films in French on 35 mm, 16 mm, VHS, Laser disc, or DVD. For more information or to get a catalogue call: 604-940-9540 or 1-800-663-0991 Fax: 604-940-9541 carol@criterionpic.com. www.criterionpic.com 
French Software

Génération 5 Multimedia
Educational software for Teachers.  www.generation5.fr/

French Learning Aids

Keys to French Level I, II & FSL
The Keys to French are two fold-out, seven full-page quick reference guides to French grammar, vocabulary and verb conjugations. Level I is in French and English and is suitable for French Immersion students Grades 1 -12 and Core French students. Level II is in French only and is suitable for French Immersion students in Grades 4 - 12 and Core French students in Grades 8 - 12. The new FSL version is a combination of Level I & II, all in French, for French Immersion students and sells for $4 to members ($5 to non-members).  Contact your local CPF chapter to order yours today!
Verb Wheels
This is an efficient and user-friendly tool, composed of three rotary cardboard discs, that enables students to learn the irregular verbs of different languages.. Available for English, French, Spanish, Italian and German irregular verbs. The French Wheel contains 38 French verbs conjugated in nine different tenses. It also displays a complete table of the conjugated auxiliary verbs "AVOIR" and "ÊTRE" and of the compound tenses. The French Wheel is designed for all levels and can be viewed as both a learning and reference tool.  info@rdlcanada.com  www.editionsrdl.com   

Still haven’t found what you’re looking for?  Call us! 

[image: image2.png]


623 - 409 Granville Street, Vancouver, British Columbia  V6C 1T2

Tel: 778.329.9115  Fax: Toll Free: 1.800.665.1222  Toll free Fax: 1.888.678.1780  
info@cpf.bc.ca  www.cpf.bc.ca
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